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Introductory Remarks 

This is submitted in response to an official action bearing a mailing date of 24 May 2005 
in which the examiner noted that claims 25 and 26 had been allowed, but rejected claims 1 
through 24, 27 through 30, 49 through 52 and 68 though 82 on various bases, and further noted 
that claims 31 through 48, 53 through 67 and 83 through 96 had been withdrawn from 
consideration. 
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Applicant traverses the rejection of claims 1 through 24 and 27 through 30 under 35 USC 
1 12, first paragraph, and requests reconsideration of those claims in light of the amendments 
made to those claims herein and the remarks section of this paper. 

Applicant traverses the rejection of claims 14 through 24 and 27 through 30 under 35 
USC 112, second paragraph, and requests further reconsideration of those claims in light of the 
amendments made to those claims herein and the remarks section of this paper. 

Applicant traverses the rejection of claims 68 through 70, 72 through 74 and 77 through 
82 under 35 USC 102(b) as allegedly being anticipated by United States patent 3,957,399 to 
Siczek, and requests reconsideration of those claims in light of the amendments made to those 
claims herein and the remarks section of this paper. 

Applicant traverses the rejection of claims 68 through 72, and 74 through 76 made under 
35 USC 102(b) as allegedly being anticipated by United States patent 2,606,696 to Miner, and 
requests reconsideration of those claims in light of the amendments made to those claims herein 
and the remarks section of this paper. 

Applicant traverses the rejection of claims 49, 50 and 68 through 82 under 35 USC 
102(b) as allegedly being anticipated by United States patent 2,656,828 to Conover, and requests 
reconsideration of those claims in light of the amendments made to those claims herein and the 
remarks section of this paper. 

Applicant traverses the rejection of claims 51 and 52 made under 35 USC 103(a) as 
allegedly being unpatentably obvious on the basis of United States patent 2,656,828 to Conover 
in view of United States patent 2,606,696 to Miner, and requests reconsideration of those claims 
in light of the amendments made to those claims herein and the remarks section of this paper. 
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